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Abstract

This research aimed to: 1) study the forms and communication processes used
by the Li ethnic community in transmitting knowledge and preserving pottery
craftsmanship, 2) explore community participation in communication for cultural
preservation,and 3) propose an appropriate communication model for sustainable
preservation and revitalization of Li pottery. The study employed a qualitative research
methodology, collecting data through document analysis, in-depth interviews, and field
observations within Li ethnic communities in Hainan Province, China. Key informants
included traditional artisans, cultural masters, community leaders, officials from cultural
agencies, young generations, and scholars in cultural communication and traditional arts.

The research findings revealed that 1) Forms of communication for cultural
preservation among the Li people consisted of two major types: traditional
communication, oral transmission, rituals, and experiential learning, and modern
communication through digital media, documentaries, websites, and social media
platforms, which expanded public awareness and engagement among younger
generations. 2) The communication process comprised four main stages: information
dissemination, awareness building, participation promotion, and community
empowerment. Cultural narratives and semiotic communication effectively conveyed
the symbolic meanings and values of Li pottery to both internal and external audiences.
3) Community participation played a crucial role in sustainable preservation. The Li
community actively participated in designing communication activities, organizing
exhibitions, producing media, and collaborating with government and academic
institutions, thereby fostering a two-way learning process that revitalized traditional
wisdom in modern contexts. 4) Supporting factors included leadership within the
community, governmental policy support, and the use of digital technology. At the same
time, challenges stemmed from economic transitions, industrial competition, and

declining motivation among younger generations.
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