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Abstract

This research aimed to study and analyze issues arising from the exercise of
power by the Election Commission of Thailand (ECT) under the Constitution of the
Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560 (2017). The study focused on three key issues: 1) the
ECT’s power usage, which has conflicted with the principle of separation of powers,
and the lack of oversight from other organizations, 2) the lack of legitimacy in the ECT's
regulations and announcements, which have often lacked clarity and proper review,
affecting transparency, and 3) the absence of clear penalties for the ECT’s misconduct,
leading to concerns about fairness and transparency in the election process.

The findings revealed that the ECT has exercised combined powers of legislation,
administration, and adjudication within a single body, resulting in a lack of external
oversight. This has led to unfairness and a lack of transparency in the election process.
Additionally, some of the ECT's regulations have lacked clarity and have not been
properly reviewed, raising doubts about their fairness. Moreover, the current laws do
not define clear penalties for the ECT’s misconduct, leading to inconsistencies in
enforcement and eroding public trust. The recommendations included: 1) improving
legal frameworks to ensure the transparency and external review of ECT orders and
announcements, 2) establishing clear, standardized regulations and creating an independent
body to review their legality, and 3) amending laws to define clear penalties for misconduct,

enhancing transparency and restoring public confidence in the election process.
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