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Abstract

The confrontation with severe competitivé situations under information technology
advancement is considered as a great challenge for Thai students’ learning in the 21" century.
Educational administrators and staff should prepare themselves appropriately to social changing
trends in educational administration. Students-also gain various skills that are necessary for better
living and survival. The purposes of this research were: 1) to conduct conﬁrmatory factor analysis
affecting primary students’ skills development in the 21" century, 2) to construct a "mc;del of
causal relationship among the confirmatory factors affecting primary students’ skills development,
3) to evaluate the model of causal relationships among the confirmatory factors affecting primary
students’ skills development, 4) to study direct and indirect effect sizes of those factors concerned
with primary students’ skills development. The sample used for this research included 400 sehool
teachers under the Office of Chanthaburi Primary Educational Service Area 1 and 2. The research
instrument was a five - rating scale questionnaire. The discrimination level was between 0.33 and
0.83 coupled with its reliability of 0.97. The data were analyzed by percentage, arithmetic mean,
standard deviation, kurtosis, skewness, correlative coefficient. The confirmatory factors and their
causal relationships were analyzed by LISREL 8.80 for student,

The findings were as follows: 1) the factor loading of 12 observed variables was between
0.80 and 0.95 at the statistically significant level of .01. This indicated that observed variables
were components of latent variables, 2) the model of causal relationships among the factors affecting
primary students’ skills development consisted of 4 indeterminable latent variables measured by

12 observed variables, 3) the fitness of assumed causal relationships model had a good compatibility



with the empirical data G = 6.00, df = 12, p-value = 0.916, RMSEA = 0.000, RMR = 0.002,
GFI = 0.998, AGFI = 0.984). The indeterminable latent variables described the variables’ variance
of primary students’ skills development with a value of 37%, 4) active learning had direct effects
on primary students’ skills development with an effect size of 0.86. Creative leadership and teachers’
motivation had indirect effects on primary students’ skills develoPment with an effect size of 0.61
and 0.47 respectively. Therefore, school administrators must be visionary leaders, capable of passing
imagination and positive thinking on to peers widely including incentives provision and facilitation

that are suitable for increasing primary students’ skills in the 2 [ century.
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