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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to investigate the existence, process, and factors relating to
the inheritance of the Isan people’s identity in the area of Saton Community in Soidow District in
Chanthaburi Province. The historical research approach with the study from the saying, focus group
discussion, document paper, and observation was employed in this research. The key informants
were the elders, local intellectuals, sub district headmen, village headmen, and local community
leaders. The collected data were then analyzed, interpreted, and created for the qualitative summary.
The research results revealed that people in the Saton Community had mostly showed their
inheritance of the Isan people’s identity based on traditions and customs known as Heet 12 Kong
14 (Heet-Kong). There were two missing aspects of Heet 12 and five missing aspects of Kong 14.
There were still ten aspects of Heet 12 and nine aspects of Kong14 left. The majority of Heet 12
Kong 14 which has been maintained is consisted of activities done in the temple and in the community.
The important religious activity; for example, is usually held in the temple. The factors affecting
the inheritance of Heet 12 Kong 14 are the direct and indirect socialization, beneficial and harmful
superstition, and combination of Heet 12 Kong 14 with Buddhist doctrines. The factors which were
considered as the difficulties of holding the traditions and customs were the lack of activity attendance,
community leaders who does not show their knowledge and understanding of the correct activity
process and step, streams of non-local culture which have been spread out in the community, education,
strain factors, and changing family roles caused by the globalization. These factors have influenced the

acceptance of Heet 12 Kong 14 and have brought the extinction of traditions and customs.
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