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Abstract

The purposes of this research are 1) to study the social context of the Thai massage at
present 2) to examine the local and traditional knowledge in Chanthaburi 3) to investigate the
problems and difficulties of the traditional Thai massage in Chanthaburi. The qualitative research
method of the document paper study and the in - depth interview was used in the data collection.
The sample group was the 14 key informants in Chanthaburi.

The major results showed the following types of the massage : Thai traditional massage
(general massage or Cha Loi Sak massage), Chong massage, foot massage, and herbal massage.
The massage knowledge was transferred from teachers with the combination of superstitious
belief and paying respect to the teachers. Some people who hold a Bachelor’s degree in Applied
Medication or Thai Traditional Medicine Program can work as government officers with the
monthly salary of 10,000 — 20,000 baht in the public hospital. The massage business can be started
from no cost of investment to the investing money of 200,000 — 400,000 baht. The big investment
and the gradual investment can be operated in the massage business. There are many kinds of
herbs used in the massage business; such as, turmeric, lemon grass or kaffir lime leaves, tamarind
leaves, soap pod leaves, home salt, camphor balm, and Borneo camphor. Medical properties of
the herb are well — known and have the similar qualities. Cassumunar ginger has the quality of
reducing body pains, aches, and inflammation. Turmeric has the quality of curing skin diseases
and skin inflammation. The outer skin and leaves of kaffir lime can be used as the oil inhaler and
have the quality of faint treatment. The product with lemon grass scent has the quality of
absorbing heat and helping the skin to easily moisture the medicine. The product with camphor
scent has the quality of reducing cold and nourishing heart. The product with Borneo camphor
scent has the quality of reducing skin blister, rashes, and nourishing heart. The materials for doing
massage are the rubber mallet, the flat and circular wooden sticks for treating the aches of nerve

vessel, balm, herbal massage oil, herbal compress, and herbal sauna.





