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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to: 1) examine the level of participation of school
boards in the administration in the Next Normal, 2) analyze approaches for developing the
participation of school boards in educational administration in the Next Normal and 3) propose
guidelines for developing the participation of school boards in the administration in the Next
Normal within the Education Sandbox of Trat Province. This research employed a mixed-
methods design. The quantitative instrument was a five-point rating scale questionnaire
administered to 260 school boards within the Education Sandbox of Trat province. The sample
size was determined using Krejcie and Morgan’s sampling table, and participants were selected
through proportional stratified random sampling combined with simple random sampling. The
data were analyzed using means and standard deviations. The qualitative instrument was a
structured interview. Twelve key informants were selected through purposive sampling based on
predetermined inclusion criteria. The qualitative data were analyzed using content analysis,
validated through triangulation, and presented descriptively.

The research findings revealed that: 1) the overall and specific levels of
participation of school boards in the administration in the Next Normal were at the highest
level (X= 4.52, S.D. = 0.63); 2) the guidelines for developing the participation of school
boards in educational administration in the Next Normal consisted of: 2.1) analyzing

potential capital, 2.2) identifying innovations based on essential needs, 2.3) developing



innovations, 2.4) determining the effectiveness of educational innovations, 2.5) piloting
innovations within specific contexts, 2.6) evaluating outcomes, and 2.7) scaling up
innovations and 3) the proposed guidelines for developing the participation of school
boards in the educational administration in the Next Normal within the Education Sandbox
of Trat Province included: 3.1) establishing participatory spaces, 3.2) providing holistic
support, 3.3) formulating policies and strategic plans, 3.4) developing professional skills

and knowledge, and 3.5) promoting transparency and communication.

Keywords: Participation, School Boards, Next Normal Administration, Education Sandbox
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