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Abstract

The research entitled “The Collective Cultural Inheritance of the Catholic Community
of the Immaculate Conception Cathedral: A Case Study of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in
Khlung District, Chanthaburi Province” aimed to study the development of the Catholic
community of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Klung District and to investigate the collective
cultural traditions from the Catholic community of the Immaculate Conception Cathedral in
Meuang District, Chanthaburi Province. The study used the mixed methods research approach
utilizing both quantitative and qualitative approaches. The quantitative data was collected through
a survey by using a questionnaire. The sample of this research was 217 families in the Catholic
community of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Khlung District, Chanthaburi Province.
Oral history research and documentary research were used for collecting the qualitative data.

The results of the historical research found that the Catholic community of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus Church was established by the migration of Catholics who worshipped at the
Immaculate Conception Cathedral in the Chanthaboon area in 1870. They migrated to settle in a
small village called Ban Wan Yao in Khlung District which was had plenty of land and water
resources. Afterwards more families gradually moved to the area causing rapid expansion until it
became a strong Catholic community. The resulting stability and development of the community
resulted from the role of priests as community leaders who supported the community in various
aspects. Other causes were the ability, diligence and cooperation of the residents. Additionally,
suitable geographic features of the area lead to increased development. The results of this research

showed that Sacred Heart settlement was largely similar to the Immaculate Conception settlement



in terms of economics, social, and political aspects of life. However, some religious practices are
different. For example, the Sacred Heart community had a low level of participation in ordination
ceremonies, low level of anointing the sick, and low level of participation in sacrificial ceremorries
whereas the Immaculate Conception community had a moderate level of participation. In the aspect
of religious application to daily life, the Sacred Heart community had a low level of religious
application. The slightly used Jesus’ teachings while the Immaculate Conception community showed
a moderate level of helping the poor and elderly people. In the aspect of relations with members
of other religions, the Sacred Heart community had a low level of participation in ceremonies of
other religions, and the slightly invited friends form other religions to participate in Catholic
ceremonies. However, the Immaculate Conception community participated in different religious

ceremonies and invited friends to participate in Catholic ceremonies at the moderate level.

Keywords: Cultural reproduction, Catholic community
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